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CANADA'S INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY

Canada has been a consistently strong voice for the protection of human
rights and the advancement of democratic values, from our central role in the
drafting of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1947/1948 to our
work at the United Nations today. Canada is a party to seven major interna-
tional human rights conventions, as well as many others, and encourages all
countries which have not made these commitments to do so.

In formulating its international human rights policy, the Department of
Foreign Affairs and International Trade seeks the views of the public, con-
sults with other government departments and non-governmental organisa-
tions, engages in dialogue with counterparts abroad, and closely follows the
work of the Parliamentary Sub-Committee on Human Rights and
International Development and the Senate Committee on Human Rights.

Human rights is a central theme of Canadian foreign policy for a number
of reasons:

1. Canadians expect their government to be a leader in the field of human
rights by reflecting and promoting Canadian values.

2. Canadians recognise that their interests are best served by a stable,
rules-based international system. Countries which respect the rule of law tend
to respect the rights of their citizens, are more likely to benefit from devel-
opment, and are much less likely to experience crises requiring peacekeep-
ing, emergency assistance or refugee resettlement missions.

3. The UN Charter and customary international law impose on all coun-
tries the responsibility to promote and protect human rights. This is not mere-
ly a question of values, but a mutual obligation of all members of the inter-
national community, as well as an obligation of a state towards its citizens.

Seven principal human rights treaties which Canada has ratified:

1. International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

2. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights:

— Optional Protocol (allowing individual complaints).

— Second Optional Protocol (aiming at abolishing the death penalty).

3. Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women:

— Optional Protocol (permitting individual complaints).
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4. Convention Against Torture.

5. Convention for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination.

6. Convention on the Rights of the Child:

— Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict.

— Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child
pornography.

7. Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities [1].

Canada takes its international human rights obligations seriously. Canada
regularly submits its human rights record for review by UN monitoring bod-
ies and accepts the authority of the UN human rights treaty-monitoring com-
mittees to hear complaints from Canadian citizens under the Optional
Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the
Convention Against Torture.

These international mechanisms provide an independent perspective on the
state of human rights in Canada, and allow the Canadian government to review
laws or policies which may be in conflict with international obligations.

This willingness to accept independent, constructive criticism is critical to
Canada's credibility, both domestically and internationally. Canada holds
itself to the same standard it expects from other countries.

Canada relies on a range of bilateral and multilateral tools to advance
human rights internationally.

Bilaterally, Canada helps other states to meet their human rights commit-
ments through direct support for development of democratic institutions and
practices, legal and administrative training, and the provision of technical
assistance. Discussions of human rights issues occur frequently in the context
of Ministerial and Prime Ministerial visits, as well as at a working level in
Ottawa and abroad between Canadian officials and their foreign counterparts.
Responses to specific situations depend upon a number of considerations,
including a government's relative commitment to human rights and the effec-
tiveness of the means of influence at our disposal.

Multilateral fora also provide effective means for influencing other gov-
ernments. Canada is recognized as a world leader for its efforts to promote
and protect human rights at the United Nations, the Commonwealth, La
Francophonie and the Organization of American States (OAS) among others.

a. Consequently, human rights are an important part of Canada's for-
eign policy.

Canadians expect their government to be a leader in the human rights
field by reflecting and promoting Canadian values on the international stage.
The promotion and protection of human rights is an integral part of Canadian
foreign policy.
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Canada stands up for human rights and takes principled positions on
important issues to ensure that freedom, democracy, human rights and the
rule of law, values that define this country, are enjoyed around the world.
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PEI'YIMPOBAHUE MEXKAYHAPOJHBIX BO3JYIIHBIX
INEPEBO30OK

28 mas 1999 rona B Monpeane 6buta npuHsita Konsennus anst yauduka-
MM HEKOTOPBIX TMPAaBMJI MEXKIYHAPOIHBIX BO3AYIIHBIX TMEPeBO30K. Llemnio
NPUHATUS TAHHOM KOHBEHLMUU SIBIIETCS MOJIEPHU3AaLMU U KOHCOIHMAALNU
BapiaBckoit konBeHIIMU 1929 rona u cBsi3aHHBIX ¢ HEH JIOKYMEHTOB, a TaK-
e oOecTiedeHrsl 3allUThl HHTEPECOB MOTpeOnTeNel Mpu MeEXTyHApPOIHBIX
BO3IYIIHBIX EPEBO3KAX.

BonpmuHCcTBO rocyaapcTB-y4acTHUKOB MOHpeaibCKOM KOHBEHIIUU OHO-
BPEMEHHO YYacCTBYIOT B OHOM MJIM HECKOJIbKUX KOHBEHIIMSIX, IPEICTABIISIO-
X co0OM pasznuuHbie pefakiuu BapriaBckoit kouBeniuu 1929 rona. [lo-
JIO)KEHUS! HU TOM, HU APYrold KOHBEHLMM HE 3aIlpelaloT rocylapcTBaM y4ya-
CTBOBaTh B PA3NIUYHBIX CUCTEMaX MEXKIYHAPOIHOTO YACTHOTO BO3AYIITHOTO
npasa. [Ipu 3TOM JU1s1 rocyapcTB, y4acTBYrOIMX B MOHpeanbCKO KOHBEH-
MW, €€ HOPMBI, MPaBUJIa U TOJOKCHHSI UMEIOT MPEUMYIIECTBEHHYIO CHITY
nepen JITOOBIMA HOPMaMHU, TIPABIJIAMH U TTOJIOKCHUSIMH JPYTHX TPABOBBIX
CHCTEM MEXIYHAPOIHOTO BO3MYIIHOTO TpaBa (cTaThs 55). Takonm oOpazom,
roCy/apcTBaM HET HEOOXOAMMOCTH J€HOHCHUPOBATh CBOE yYacTHE B APYTUX
JIOKyMEHTax BapiiiaBckoil CUCTEMBI, @ HY>KHO JIUIIb IPUMEHSTh MOJIOKEHUS
Moupeanbckoil KOHBEHIIMH MPU MEXKIYHAPOJHBIX MOJETaX MEXIY rocyaap-
CTBaMHU-yYaCTHUKAMHU 3TOM KOHBEHLIMHU. [4]

Monpeanbckast koHBeHIUS 1999 roga yctaHOBUIA CIETYIONIUE MOJIOXKE-
HUS:

- B CJly4ae aBUAIMOHHBIX MIPOUCIIECTBUN aBUAICPEBO3UNKH JIOJDKHBI OY-
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OYT HE3aMEAJIUTEIbHO MPOU3BOANTH MTPEABAPUTEIbHBIC BBITUIATHI IS OKa3a-
HUS TIOMOIIM YIIOJHOMOUYEHHBIM JIMIIaM B YIOBJIETBOPEHHH O€30Tiarareib-
HBIX 9KOHOMUYECKHX MOTPEOHOCTEH; CyMMBI TaKUX NMPEIBAPUTEIBHBIX BbI-
TUIaT JTOJDKHBI ONPEAEIATHCS HAlMOHAJIBHBIM 3aKOHOAATENbCTBOM U YUHTHI-
BaThCsl PU OKOHYATEILHOM ypEeryJupOBaHUM HCKa;

- aBHAIIEPEBO3YHMKH JOJIKHBI IPE/ICTABIATH 10Ka3aTeIIbCTBA HAJTMYHS JI0T0-
BOPOB CTPAxXOBaHMs, TapaHTHPYIOIIUX IOTy4YeHHE (PUHAHCOBBIX CPEACTB Ha
CITyJaif aBTOMaTHICCKUX TIATEKEH WM BO3OYXKICHHUS CYIeOHOTO TpoIiecca;

- ICK O BO3MELIEHUH Bpea B CBSI3H CO CMEPThIO MM IIOBPEXKIEHUEM I1ac-
CaXUPa MOXKET NPEIbSBIATHCA B CTPaHE, B KOTOPOI Macca)kup Ha MOMEHT
MIPOMCILIECTBUS UMEJ CBOE€ OCHOBHOE M ITOCTOSIHHOE MECTO >KUTEIIbCTBA,;

- BO3MO)KHOCTB COJICHCTBUS IPH BO3MELICHUH Bpeaa 0e3 He0OX0IMMOCTH
JUIMTEIILHOTO CyIeOHOro mpolecca U YIpOIIEHHs W MOIEPHHU3ALMH JOKY-
MEHTALUH, CBS3aHHOM C MacCaKUpoM, 0araxom u rpysom. [1]

MoHpealbckasi KOHBEHIUS 3aMEHsIET IIECTh PA3JIMYHBIX TPABOBBIX J0KY-
MeHTOB "BapiaBckoii cucrembl" onHuM. bonee Toro, B Hel ycTaHOBIEHBI
IIPUOPUTETHI, KOTOPBIE OTCYTCTBYIOT B BapiiaBckoil kOHBeHIMU. [J1aBHBIMU
SBJISIIOTCS TIpaBa M UHTEPECHI [TaCCAXKUPOB, a HE TIEPEBO3UYMKOB, KaK 3TO Clie-
JyeT U3 cTapoil KOHBEeHIUH. [1]

AzepOaiimkanckas Pecryonmmka B MoHpeansckoit koHBeHITHH 1999 roga
HE y4YacTBYET M NPHUIEPKHUBACTCS 0053aTeNbCTB, YCTAHOBICHHBIX Bapias-
ckot koHBeHImen 1929 1. Kpome Toro, B 1999 roxy AzepOaiimxan nmpucoe-
quHIICS K MoHpeanbckoMy mpoTokoiy 1975 roxa (JlomomHuTeNnbHEIH TIpO-
TokoJa Ne3), KOTOPBIH JOMycKaeT Npu OPOPMIICHUH NEPEBO30K MPUMEHEHNE
3JIEKTPOHHO-BBIYHUCIUTEIBHBIX YCTPOMCTB, a TaKXKe YCTAaHABINBAET OTBETCT-
BEHHOCTbH aBHAIIEPEBO3YMKA B CIIy4ae HECOXPAHHOCTH T'Py3a HE3aBUCHMO OT
ero BUHBI, a Takke K MoHpeanbckomy npoTtokory Ned 06 nzmenenun Kon-
BEHIIMU Ul YHU(DUKAMH HEKOTOPBIX MPaBHJ, KACAIOUIMXCS MEXKIyHapo.l-
HBIX BO3IYIIHBIX NepeBo3ok (Monpeans, 25 centsaops 1975 ). [3]

TakuMm 00pa3oM, Ha PHIHKE MEXTYHAPOIHBIX aBHANIEPEBO30K JICHCTBYIOT
MIEPEBO3YMKH, OFHUA M3 KOTOPBIX MOAYMHSIOTCS peKMMy BapmiaBckol KOH-
BEHIINH, IPyTHe pekuMy MoHpeanbckoi koaBeHIHH 1999 roma. K HuM ot-
HOCSITCSI BELyIIME 3allaiHble KOMIIaHUM — MHOTUe aBuakomnanuu Oro-Boc-
touHOW Asmm, JlatmHCcKol AMepuku u Adpuku. bynyinee sBHO npuHae-
skuT Monpeanbckoil koHBeHUuU 1999 r., a He Bapiasckoii konBeHuuu 1929
. MoHpeasibcKasi KOHBEHIIMSA COACPIKUT Psii MPOTPECCUBHBIX MOJOKCHHH,
KOTOpBIX HET B BapmaBckoii koHBeHIIMU. B cooTrBeTcTBUU € 3TOI KOHBEHIIN-
el macca)Kup MOXKET PAaCCUUTHIBATH HA 3HAUUTENbHbIE MaTepHAIbHBIE KOM-
TNIEHCAlUHY 32 BpeJl, IPUUYUHEHHBIN €T0 JKU3HU U 37J0POBbIO, ¥ MOIYUYUTh UX IO
YIIPOLIEHHOU MPOLIENYPE, a HE 110 TAKOM 3aTSHKHOM, KaK 3TO IIPEyCMOTPEHO
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