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I. Introduction. In order to be able to address in a general and precise
manner all aspects of the problematics relating to the situation of Ukraine in the
context of Central Eastern Europe and its geographical proximity and borders
with the Russian Federation, it is necessary to point out aspects: historical,
cultural identity and geopolitical.

I1. Background. On February 24, 2022, the President of Russia Vladimir
Putin announced a special military operation in Ukraine whose main objectives
were to demilitarize and denazify the country, protecting the inhabitants of the
pro-Russian region, which has been at war for more than eight years with the
Ukrainian central government.

Russian-Ukrainian Relations. The history of Russia and Ukraine are linked
by traditions that intersect over time. Taking into account the regional history of
these Slavic peoples, we could speak of the existence of five stages: Kievan
Rus, Russia under Mongol ruling, Moscow Russia, Imperial Russia of the
Romanovs and the Soviet Union. A sixth period could be added, being that of
the nation states of Russia and Ukraine in the Post-Cold War, after the
disintegration of the Soviet Union.

Historical process:

1. Kievan Rus: towards the year 860 the Vikings played a fundamental role
in its foundation. This first state formation was formed on the basis of two large
population centers, on one hand, the city of Novgorod in the north and on the
other, the city of Kyiv in the south.
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Among these new States that were formed, we can find a first civilizational
break between the Principality of Vladimir-Suzdal, which is the cradle of the
Russian nationality and language, and the Principality of Galicia-Volhynia,
which is recognized by Ukrainians as the origin of their nation. This fracture
had great consequences since both cities developed different ethnicities,
political and economic systems.

2. Mongol ruling: when the Mongols took the territory of Kyiv in the year
1240, they were already in a civil war, which helped the Mongol empire to
establish its dominance over the territory.

3. Moscow Russia: during the first years of the 17th century, a period of
internal political instability occurred in Moscow, and Poland tried to take
advantage of it.

4. Imperial Russia of the Romanovs: At this time the “Age of Turbulence”
or “Russian history” is progressively overcome.

IV. USSR. Founded in 1922 as a Confederation of Russia, Belarus, Ukraine
and Transcaucasia, it eventually grew to 15 republics and a world superpower.
Nearly 130 ethnic groups populated the vast country, which spanned 11 time
zones. Of the fifteen constituent republics of the USSR, three of these countries,
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia, declared and obtained independence a few
months before the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991.

There are also several reasons why the dissolution of the USSR can be
explained, such as: the role played by the United States and its then President
Ronald Reagan, starting with the Hollywood-style launch of “Star Wars,” as the
Strategic Defense Initiative was called, which forced Moscow to intensify an
arms race in a new phase of the Cold War, for which its economy was no longer
prepared.

Likewise, the role that Pope John Paul Il played with his Vatican
diplomacy in Eastern Europe in general, and in his native Poland, in particular.

Moving on to the political sphere, the role played by the first Ukrainian
president, Kravchuk, in the dissolution of the USSR was fundamental by calling
a referendum on national self-determination held on December 1, 1991, which
showed that 90.6% of Ukrainians wanted to become independent. It was the
final blow against the USSR, and what ended up encouraging Russian President
Yeltsin to call a meeting in Belavezha on December 8 of that year.

V. Geopolitics in Ukraine in the 20th century. Currently, Ukraine is going
through an extremely delicate situation. On one side, the inhabitants of western
Ukraine have a great affinity with Europe and, in particular, want its
incorporation into the European Union. In contrast, those who live in eastern
and southern Ukraine have had greater historical affinity with the Russian
Federation, in their culture, religion and language.

Faced with this situation, events in Ukraine in 2014 have accelerated
dramatically, since the decisive actions of the Russian Federation, by
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incorporating Crimea and the city of Sevastopol, have shown a sharp contrast
with the responses of the European Union and USA. Thus, it is possible that the
situation in Ukraine takes an important turn that cannot be predicted in the near
future.

On the other hand, geopolitics has taken a heavy toll on Ukraine. Various
catastrophes have devastated that nation: just a century ago it was one of the
bloody scenes of the Great War (1914-1918), which was later called World War
I. In 1917, after the triumph of the Bolsheviks, it was involved in a costly civil
war. During Stalin's government, more than three million Ukrainians lost their
lives due to the repression carried out to collectivize agriculture in the 1930s. It
Is estimated that another 70,000 Ukrainians were taken to forced labor camps,
better known as Gulag. Ukraine has always been coveted for its high
agricultural productivity; For example, in 1940 its enormous plains produced
90% of the food required by the USSR.

Post Cold War. Due to the current situation, it has been insisted that it is the
return of the Cold War. The term Cold War refers to the period 1945-1991, in
which two superpowers, the United States and the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics (USSR), confronted each other for political, economic, social,
military, scientific, technological, informational and economic supremacy, and
even sports. This confrontation was expressed as the fight between two
incompatible ideologies: the capitalist one, led by the United States and
supported by its Western allies, and the socialist one, led by the USSR and
supported by a group of Eastern nations.

VI. Recent history of Ukraine. Ukraine's Orange Revolution is the symbol
of the nation's promises of political and social regeneration. It all started in
2004 with the presidential election in Ukraine, in which the pro-European
Viktor Yushchenko and the Russophile Viktor Yanukovych faced each other. In
the first electoral round Yushchenko obtained a tiny advantage over
Yanukovych, without achieving an absolute majority, and a second round had
to be called.

However, on that occasion the adversaries accused each other of fraud, and
Yushchenko's supporters went to open mobilization. The Orange Revolution
began on November 22, 2004. The Supreme Court of Ukraine declared the
elections null and void and called for a third round, a measure that was not
contemplated in the Constitution of Ukraine. The victory on that occasion
belonged to the pro-European Yushchenko, a victory that was tainted by the
attack he suffered: he was on the verge of death from poisoning with dioxin, a
powerful toxin.

Accusations of the attempted murder fell on supporters of Yanukovych,
although direct action by Russian agents was also suspected.

In this situation of acute conflict, in January 2005 Yushchenko assumed the
presidency of Ukraine and appointed Yulia Tymoshenko as Prime Minister.
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However, the new government failed to stabilize: within a year Yulia
Tymoshenko was impeached by Parliament for alleged shady dealings in the
gas industry and sentenced to prison. In 2010, the Russophile candidate Viktor
Yanukovych won the election and assumed the presidency of Ukraine.

VII. Economical impact. Ukraine's economy requires a necessary rescue to
prevent it from going into receivership. Its short-term financing is around
25,000 to 35,000 million dollars; for this reason, the International Monetary
Fund is willing to provide financial resources in the range of 14,000 to 18,000
million dollars.

The Ukrainian economy had a drop of 1.25%, after several years of slow
growth, in 2009 the Gross Domestic Product had a drop of almost 15%, for the
period 2013-2017 a growth of 1.4% was expected, compared with one of almost
7% that was obtained in the period 2003-2007. In 2013, it reached a deficit of
8.3% in its GDP and it is estimated that its external debt was 86% of GDP in
2014.

La economia de Ucrania requiere un necesario rescate para evitar que se
declare en suspension de pagos. Sus financiamientos a corto plazo estan
alrededor de 25,000 a 35,000 millones de dolares; por eso, el fondo Monetario
Internacional estd dispuesto a proporcionar recursos financieros en el rango de
14,000 a 18,000 millones de dblares.

VIII. Food Distribution. The war in Ukraine has impacted supply chains,
with prices on commodities and agricultural supplies rising. Exports of wheat
and corn to countries in the Middle East and Africa have been threatened, as
Russia and Ukraine export 40% of the wheat that goes to these two regions.

As the war continues in Ukraine, the impacts of rising food prices and
shortages of staple crops are being felt in the Near East and North Africa region
and have spread to the world's most vulnerable countries, including the Horn of
Africa, where the poorest people are most at risk, the United Nations
International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) warned.

IX. Countries that support Ukraine. Ukraine has progressively approached
the West in recent decades, expressing on different occasions its intentions to
become part of the European Union (EU) and the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO). Kyiv managed to sign an association trade agreement
with the European Union in 2014, and although it did not advance in possible
entry to the EU or NATO, those who did achieve greater proximity with
Ukraine were Germany, France and the United States.

Sometime after learning of the Russian attack on Ukraine, the president of
Ukraine, Volodymyr Zelensky, spoke of the support that the United States
provided him. Over the following days, the United States and Europe launched
a multitude of sanctions against Russia, and numerous NATO countries,
including the US, Germany and the United Kingdom. However, they were not
the only ones to provide weapons to Ukraine. The Czech Republic sent tanks,
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Slovakia S-300 air defense systems and Australia armored vehicles, among
others. Without becoming allies, most of the international community showed
its support for Ukraine and rejection of the Russian invasion.

On March 2, 2023, the United Nations General Assembly approved a
resolution that reaffirmed support for the independence and sovereignty of
Ukraine, considered Russian aggression deplorable and demanded that Russia
cease the use of force and withdraw its troops. The Resolution was approved
with 141 votes in favor, 5 against and 35 abstentions.

Conclusion. It is essential to achieve a climate of understanding and
dialogue that leads to a negotiated solution. Ukraine should not be divided into
two independent states; that would perhaps be an extremist and forced solution,
which would not lead to a stable and lasting peace. On the contrary, the fertile
ground for a permanent conflict between the parties involved would be secured.
It would be as difficult and complicated to seek a total political, economic,
administrative and cultural distancing between Ukraine and Russia as it would
be to promote a separation between the eastern and western territories of the
current Ukrainian State.

None of these processes would be able to consolidate lasting peace in the
region. Seek greater federalization of the State within the framework of already
existing laws, but without establishing a complete separation of the eastern
territories? Perhaps this would be the most convenient solution for all parties to
the conflict; but above all for the Ukrainians themselves.

The center of any solution must be the people of Ukraine, who are the
victims and will have to be the essential subject of lasting peace, deserved not
only since the disintegration of the Republics of the USSR in 1991, but for the
great sacrifices experienced in different stages of its entire national history. The
people of Ukraine, kind and peaceful, who today are experiencing a regrettable
and never deserved war.
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Apmam H.O., 1.10.H., IOLIEHT,
JI1 «IadhopmaliiitHi CyJ0BI CHCTEMUI,
«leHTp cyA0BOi €KCIIEPTU3U Ta EKCIEPTHUX JOCIIIKEHDY,
M. KuiB, Ykpaina

ITPABOBI TA METOAOJIOTTYHI 3ACAIN KAI[P"OBOT HOJIITUKHA
B COEPI HUBIVIBHOI ABIALII

YTBepIKEHHSI JIEMOKPAaTUYHUX HOPM Yy BIJJHOCMHAX MDK HOJITHKaMHU 1
Oropokparietro B YKpaiHi T[OB’si3aHe, HacaMiepeln, 3  MiABUILCHHSIM
npodecioHai3My TMOJIITUKIB, a TaKOX 13 3aKOHOJABYUM PO3MEKYBaHHSIM
MOMITHYHUX Ta aJMIHICTPAaTUBHUX ITOCaj] ab0 B CHCTEMI JIep)KaBHOI CIyKOH,
abo mo3a MeXamu I11€1 CUCTEMH, YITKMM IPABOBUM BHU3HAYCHHSM MOPSIKY
MPU3HAYCHHS Ta 3BUIBHEHHS, XapaKTepy IMOBHOBAKEHb 1 BIAMOBIAAIBHOCTI
ocib, mo 0060iiMaTh Takl mocaau. BIAMOBIAHO [0 IBOTO, YETBEPTOIO
JEMOKPATUYHOK 3acajol0 BapTO 3a3HAYUTH ICHYBAHHS YITKOI MOJITUKU
Jep>KaBU 1O0 MiAOOPY KaJApiB OpraHiB MyOJIYHOL BIaau (KaIpOBO1 MOJTITHKH).

KanpoBa momituka B cdepi HMBIIBRHOI aBiaiii — 1€ IJIECIPsSMOBaHa,
BU3HAUYCHAa HOPMATUBHO, HAyKOBO OOIPYHTOBaHa  MiSUIBHICTH  IIOJO
dbopMyBaHHS CKJIaay 3aralbHUX Ta CHEIlaJbHUX OPTaHiB MyOIiYHOI BIAIH, SIKI
peani3yioTh 3aBAaHHS y cepl HUBUIHHOI aBialii MIITXOM peati3allii moJI0XKeHb
[ToBiTpsiHOTO KOJIEKCY YKpaiHU Ta IHIINX HOPMATUBHHX aKTiB.

[ToTpiOHO BU3HAYWTH, IO Taka MISUIbHICTH B cepl IUBUIBHOI aBiallli Mae
JeKIJIbKa OCHOBHHUX 3acaj: IepIie — Ii¢ HayKOBICTh Ta METOJWYHICTH, ApyTa —
CUCTEMHICTb Ta MOCTIAHICTH 1 TPETE — OOIPYHTOBAHICTH Ta L1JIECTIPSIMOBAHICTb.

VY Hayli mig KaapoBOIO MOJITHKOK PO3YMIIOTh «CUCTEMY B3a€MOBITHOCUH
Ta BIAMOBIAHOI AISUTBHOCTI ACPKaBHUX OPTaHiB, HEJISPKaBHUX OpraHi3allii,
MOCaJ0BUX 0OCI0 TOIMIO, a TAKOXX MPHUHIIUIIB, MPIOPUTETIB TCOPETUIYHUX 3HAHB,
YCTAaHOBOK, CKEPOBAaHMX HA BHW3HAYEHHS KaJIpOBOI ITOKTPUHHU, €(DEKTUBHHX
dbopm 1 MeTomiB KaapoBoi misutbHOCTI. Ilpm 1bOMY iCHy€ nOBa MiAXOIU O
BHM3HAYCHHS 3MICTY KaapoBoi mmomiThkd. KampoBa MOJITHKA y HIHPOKOMY
3Ha4YeHHI — cucTeMa OGMIIIHHO BU3HAHUX IIIJIeH, 3aBllaHb, HPIOPHUTETIB 1
NPUHIMIIB ISUIBHOCTI JAEp)KaBU 3 PETYIIOBAaHHS BCIX KaJpOBHUX MPOIECIB 1
BITHOCHH y KpaiHi. ¥ CBOIO 4epry, KaJpoBa MOJITUKA Yy BY3bKOMY 3Ha4€HHI —
1€ BUpPaXXEHHS CTpaTterii jJep:kaBu 3 (GOpMyBaHHS, TPOPECITHOTO PO3BUTKY 1
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