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ROMANIA’S VIEWS ON THE EUROPEAN PRESENT
AND FUTURE OF UKRAINE AMID THE WAR OF AGGRESSION
OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION

The history of Romanian-Ukrainian relations has followed the twists and
turns prompted by the Soviet-induced communist regime and its long-lasting
repercussions on the broader region. Left with unresolved territorial disputes
and with often divergent foreign policy views, the two post-communist
neighbours took their time to mend their relations, but their commitment to
Western values and Euro-Atlantic integration has succeeded in starting a new,
lucrative chapter in this regard. Set against the background of Russia’s war of
aggression against Ukraine and amid the military, economic and social crisis —
to name but a few of the angles this stark violation of international law ought to
be regarded from — the closeness between the governments in Bucharest and
Kyiv appears to be furthered by the constructive reaction of the Romanian
people, which has materialised itself in a variety of acts, from aiding the
Ukrainian refugees to supporting Ukraine’s bid to join the EU. This article aims
to explore the attitude exhibited at the level of both the government and the
people of Romania, as well as to ponder its genuineness and explain the reasons
that lie at the basis thereof.

When considering the bilateral relations between the two nations sharing a
border that stretches more than 600 km, the chapters that would come to mind
in the not-too-distant past included the post-communist heritage, the
contentions file of the Bystroe Canal [1], or the case brought by Romania
before the International Court of Justice (ICJ), pertaining to the continental
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shelf around Snake Island [2]. The same, however, does not hold true for cross-
border relations, where the Ukrainian minority in Romania and the Romanian
minority in Ukraine make up a sizeable part of the population of the shared
Bukovina region and implement a variety of cross-border projects, often with
the help of EU funding. This long-standing collaboration, and the cultural and
linguistic richness it is based upon, have for a long time now contributed to the
shaping not only of the identity of the two people, but also of the historical
heritage they have in common. Even in this respect, however, bilateral relations
have not been exempt from tensions, as it emerges from the constant requests
made by the Romanian authorities to provide Romanians living in Ukraine with
similar rights to those of Ukrainians residing on Romanian territory — from
parliamentary representation to a linguistic policy favourable to national
minorities.

It is under such premises that the rekindled relations between the two
neighbouring states have emerged, following the invasion of Ukraine by the
Russian Federation, as of the 24" February 2022. This shift (or, better yet,
improvement) of attitude on the Romanian side was immediately felt in the
reaction of civilians and NGOs, which made a point of securing the transit of
Ukrainian refugees and of assisting them, in tandem with public authorities and
according to international law and practice [3].

Nevertheless, the starkest reactions did not fail to emerge from the
administration in Bucharest, which had held true to its commitment to enforcing
the sanctions against Russia following its illegal occupation of Crimea, back in
2014, whilst having to endure more or less thinly-veiled threats on the part of
Moscow. A member of NATO since 2004 and of the EU since 2007, Romania
has followed an unshaken pro-western course of action during and after its
transition to democracy, which has proved to be profitable and remains
massively endorsed by the population. Hence, a series of concrete measures in
international politics have been taken, chiefly through the actions of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and those of the Presidency.

Such gestures have included the unequivocal condemnation of the Russian
invasion and of the subsequent “referenda” orchestrated in the occupied
territories, before the UN Security Council, General Assembly and the
Permanent Council of the OSCE [4]. Moreover, in March 2022, Romania
joined another 42 countries to ask the ICC to investigate possible crimes of
genocide committed by the Russian aggressor on the sovereign territory of its
neighbour. Also, in September 2022, Romania submitted to the ICJ the
Statement of Intervention in the proceedings initiated by Ukraine against the
Russian Federation, which is accused of falsely claiming that Ukraine had
committed acts of genocide in the regions Luhansk and Donetsk, in order to
justify on the one hand, the recognition of the so-called P.R. Donetsk and P.R.
Luhansk, and on the other hand, the legitimacy of "special military operations"
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against Ukraine. In September 2022, Romania once again intervened in support
of Ukraine, this time before the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR), in
the case Kyiv had brought against the Russian Federation. From a pragmatic
standpoint, Romania opened its two major ports, Constanta and Galati, to assist
in the transportation of Ukrainian cereal, while in terms of defence, it
contributed to the NATO funding dedicated to supporting Ukraine, through a
donation made in October 2022 [5].

A series of bilateral visits contributed to the visibility of this closeness, with
FM Dmytro Kuleba’s visit to Bucharest in April 2022, followed by PM Nicolae
Ciucd’s presence in Kyiv. The culmination of the revamped bilateral ties was
President Volodymyr Zelensky’s address before the Romanian Houses of
Parliament on 4" April 2022 and President Klaus Iohannis’ Kiev trip, together
with European leaders Emmanuel Macron, Olaf Scholz and Mario Draghi [5].
The most significant gesture, nonetheless, is Romania’s support for the EU
integration of Ukraine [6], which denotes a considerable level of political
maturity, given the amount of spending this endeavour would elicit, from EU
policies of vital interest to Romania.

To conclude, all of the above, whether it stems from official bodies of the
Romanian state or from the public that is clearly supportive of Ukraine’s cause,
i1s proof of Romania’s firm commitment to endorsing Ukraine’s European
future, while lucidly looking at the present and, hence, at the assistance Kyiv
legitimately requires so as to ensure that such future is rendered possible.
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IHTEPIIPETALIAHA IOPUCIUKIIIS
®EJEPAJBHOIO BEPXOBHOI'O CYJY IPAKY

Ha crorogni misuibHicTE Denepansnoro BepxosHoro Cyny Ipaky (mami —
Cyn) 3miicHIOETBCS Yy BigmoBigHocTi g0 Koucrurymii PecryOmikm Ipak Ta
3akony ®enepanbHoro BepxoBHoro Cynay Ipaky Ne (30) 2005 p. [1; 2]. Ho
noBHOoBaxkeHb CyJy HallekaTh: IMepeBipka HEKOHCTUTYIIMHOCTI 3aKOHIB,
3aKOHOJIAaBCTBA Ta IHCTPYKILIiH, #Aki BiH Bujpae. Pimenns Cyay MaroTh
000B’A3KOBY IPUMYCOBY CHJIY BIAMOBIAHO 10 TEeKCTy NMyHKTY (d) crarti (44)
3akoHy TIpO JEp)KaBHY aJaMIHICTpamiio Ipaky Ha mepexiiHuil nepion
2004 p. [3].

Cya € KOHCTUTYIIHHUM CYJIOM, OCKUIbKM BIH PO3TJIA/IA€ TOJIOKEHHS, SKi
perymoroTh aii Ipakcbkoi gepkaBu Ta ii iHCTUTyTiB. Ha mimcraBi cr. 1
Konctutymii Ipaky 2005 p. 6yB chopMoBaHuii ypsja Ta B IIJIOMYy YTBOpPEHa
denepanpHa cUCTeMa OpraHiB MyOiyHOI Biagu. 3rigHO 31 CT.CT. 92, 93 1 94
Koncturyuii Pecniy6niku Ipak Cya He posrisgae crnpaBH MO CyTI, SIK CyIu
3arasibHOi topucaukiii. Lledt cyn € HallBUIIUM CyaoM, 1Ie¢ BKazye€ Ha MOro
BaXK/IMBICTh, XapakTep Micii Ta cmermdiky Harmsay 3a HEM. Moro Hasea
BUKOPUCTOBYETHCS HE B KOHTEKCTI CTPYKTYPHOI l€papXii ICHYIOUMX pIBHIB
CyZIOBOi CHCTEMH, a JIMIIIE Il BKa31BKM Ha MPUPOIY CBOEI MICIi, sSIKa TOJIATAE B
TOMY, 00 TMIJKPECIUTH CYTHICTh BEPXOBEHCTBA MpaBa Ta JETITUMHICTh
NpUUHATUX pimeHb. Tobto, BignmoBigHO 10 cT. 93 KoncTutyiii PecryOmiku
Ipak 2005 p. Cyn HagiuleHUH TMOBHOBKCHHSAMU IIOJ0 TIyMadeHHS
KOHCTUTYIIIHHUX TEKCTIB, AKUX 10 MPpUHHATTS OCHOBHOTO 3aKOHY Jep)KaBU HE
MaB.

B yMmoBax poO3BUTKY CyCHUIBHUX BIJHOCUH, J€sKl KOHCTUTYLIWHI
NPUHIMIN BUKIUKAIM CYNEPEUYKH Ta MUTAHHSA CEepeld JOCTITHUKIB, IOPHUCTIB,
MOJIITUYHUX OJIOKIB Ta Opraizaiiil rpoMajsHCHKOTO CYCIUIbCTBA. 30KpeEMa,
TPUBAIMM Yac MK (efepabHUM YpSJIOM, ypsJaaMu PErioHIB 1 MyxadazaMu
TOYMJIACA TUCKYCisl IPO 3MICT Ta 00CST OCHOBHUX IpaB, CBOOO]I 0COOHU, a TAKOK
pO3MOAUTY JIOXOJIB BIJI E€HEPreTUYHUX pecypciB. [HTepmperamito 1uX
npuHIUIIB 3ailichuB came Cyn, 0 TPOIEeCyaabHOTO TMOPSAKY TIyMadeHHS
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